Reasons for Designation

72 Mill Street, Milton

Legal Description

SURVEY MARTIN, PLAN 6 LOT 22 BLK 4
Description of Property

Thomas Lavery built this house around 1856. It was one of the earliest houses built in the
John Martin Survey Neighbourhood. Its cultural heritage value and interest lie in its
physical, historical, and contextual value. Physically, it is an excellent well conserved
two-storey Victorian Style house with a medium gable roof. Historically, it was the family
home of the Lavery family until 1900. Contextually, this property is among the first houses
built along Mill Street..

Statement of Cultural Value and Interest

Historical Value

The Historical Book recorded that Thomas Lavery, an Irish immigrant and a stonemason,
bought the lot from the wife of John Martin in 1855 and built this house around 1856. All
six of the Lavery children were raised in the house; The property remains with the family
until 1915. In 1916, Andrew and Barbara Neilson purchased this home. The Nelsons’
made several changes in the house over the years, digging a basement under the front
section of the building and installing a front bay window. After Barbara's death Andrew
married May Telfer. The property was sold to Elizabeth Storey in 1931. The Mckay family
bought the house from the Storey family in 1946 and sold it to Peter and Joan of Arc Lucy
Roncato in 1971. The present owners, John and Loni Brechin, took possession of the
property from Coleen Ann McLaughlin in 1996..

Physical or Design Value

This two-storey Pre Confederation Victorian Style home was built in two stages. The
original portion of the building to the right has a side hall entrance with a one storey



projecting bay window. In the mid 1920’s, Andy Neilson raised the house and dug a
basement beneath it. The recessed side wing on the left was built in the 1930’s. Itis a
later addition that is not shown on the 1893 Fire Insurance Map. It was designed
sympathetically to respect the form and character of the original house. The unique
gingerbread trims and six over six windows with shutters add architectural interest and
charm to the property. Decorative brackets adorned the entrance canopy and the bay
window. The bay window may have been added later, as few frame houses in Milton that
were constructed in the Pre-Confederation period would have included such features.

Contextual Value

This property has significant contextual value as one of the original house in Downtown
Milton. Its presence is a testament to the historical and architectural heritage of the area.
This home is shown on the County of Halton, Canada West, T.C. Livingston P.L.S. 1858
Map, further emphasizing its importance and the need for its preservation.

Character Defining Elements/Heritage Attributes

Key attributes that reflect the cultural heritage value of the property include:

e Massing of the two-storey Pre Confederation Victorian Style home with a
horizontal clapboard siding and concrete foundation.

e Medium gable roof with projected eaves, decorative bargeboard and plain
soffit.

e Six over six windows with pain trim, single slip sills and double hung with
shutters

e Bay window with decorative brackets

e Off Centre single leaf five panels door with middle panel glass insert and
moulded trim

e Hood over doorway with decorative bracket supports

e Open porch with decorative wood columns and gingerbread trim.
e Single Flue Brick Chimney

e Historical home of Thomas Lavery and Family

e Context of the house as the first few houses built in the John Martin Survey
neighbourhood and depicted in the County of Halton, Canada West, T.C.
Livingston P.L.S. 1858 Map.



