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William and Mary Black

Source: Nasagiweya Historical Society_ research by Audrey Allison

William Black was born in Ballinlough County Roscommon, Eire (Republic of
Ireland) 1899. He emigrated to Canada in 1920 by means of a program that
provided passage to any part of the empire for British ex-servicemen. He had been
a young soldier in the Royal Field Artillery during World War I. He initially settled
near his sister Bella having emigrated to Toronto earlier. Bill came to the Moffat
area about 1922. He establish a partnership with T.C (Tommy) Amos and the
developed a prize-winning herd of purebred Shorthorn cattle and proceeded to
exhibit at major cattle shows across Canada. 1926 their bull Manor chief 9th was
Grand Champion Shorthorn Bull at the Canadian National Exhibition.

Mary Black (nee Buchanan) was born 1904 in Badenoch, nearby Puslinch
Township. Her family had originated from Insch Invernesshire Scotland in 1833.
Mary and Bill married in September 1932 and purchased the farm and called it “Old
Pleasant Valley Farm” around this time. By this time the Amos and Black
partnership had dissolved and each continued to build his Shorthorn herd. Bill
Black and Tommy Amos had married sisters Mary and Marjorie Buchanan, re the
connection. Throughout the 1930’s and 40’s Bill exhibited his Shorthorns on “show
Eirr]_cuit" at major exhibitions across Canada and the International Exhibition in
icago.

During the 40’s they had welcomed John into the world. However, he failed to
follow in his parent’s footsteps but was led astray into an academic career. Bill,
being away for long periods of time with the cattle, much of the day to day running
of the farm fell to Mary who was responsible for not only the home but much of
the work of the farm including preparing produce for sale at the Guelph Farmer’s
market. The years of the great depression were difficult ones for all farmers in the
area and the prize money from the cattle was an important source of revenue
along with basic sales of livestock and sustained participation in the Guelph
flagrg?)ers' market (chickens, eggs, butter, garden produce and handcrafts) through

During the 40’s tuberculosis hit the Buchanan family, and a niece was sent to live
with Black’s and the nephew was sent to live with the Amos’ next door until it was
safe for them to return home

In 1949 the Black’s were joined by a farm helper, Arijs Dagavietis, a refugee from
Lativia. He continued to live on the farm even though he worked at the Milton
Manor seniors home and was able to provide the care and support that enabled
the Blacks to continue to live on the farm until their deaths. In the 50’s Bill
expanded the farm by purchasing land at the east side of the original farm and 150
acres directly across the road on the east side of Concession 1.

From the time that Mary and Bill moved to the farm they played a very active part
in the community life and were fully engaged in all thes of local activities. With
receiving a television set as a gift from an old friend their living room became a
community gathering point especially on a Saturday night.

William Black and his wife Mary (Buchanan) registered a Grant to James and
NadineJZuest) Bell and family in 1968. In 1964 Bill retired and sold the farm to Jim
and Nadine Bell and he and Mary built a retirement home on 50 acres located
across the road at Concession 1 Lot 17.

Bill died in 1985 and Mary died in 1994.
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Rear (North) Elevation



2024 Pictures

Side (West) Elevation Side (West) Elevation Bank Barn and Silo

Garage/Shed Garage/Shed Bank Barn



Physical Attributes

Front Elevation (West)

o The original massing of the one-and-a-half-storey board and batten house with projecting eaves, plain fascia, soffit and medium gable roof
Stucco was applied to the historical portion of the house in the 1940s

—— TR



Physical Attributes

Windows at Front Elevation (West)

Double hung six over six windows second floor
Windows at ground floor were replaced



Physical Attributes

Rear Elevation ( West)

The original massing of the one-and-a-half-storey board and batten house with projecting eaves, plain fascia, soffit and medium gable roof
Stucco was applied to the historical portion of the house in the 1940s

1991 Addition Historical



Physical Attributes

Windows at West elevation (Rear)

Double hung six over six windows second floor
Windows at ground floor were replaced



Physical Attributes
Windows at Side Elevation (South)

Double hung six over one windows at ground floor were part of additions in 1940s
Windows at ground floor were replaced



Physical Attributes

Single-flue brick chimney



Physical Attributes

e Six over six windows with plain trims _ Interior view



Physical Attributes

View of windows _ Interior



Physical Attributes

View of windows _ Interior




Non Physical Attributes

. Sympathetic addition to match historical design
e Double-hung, nine over nine windows with plain trims and wood slip sill.
. Semis arch window at dormer



Non Physical Attributes

Double-hung, nine over nine windows with plain trims and wood slip sill._ Interior View



Non Physical Attributes

Double-hung, six over six windows with plain trims and wood slip sill at Side (North) elevation



Non-Physical Attributes

o Interior Stairs



Non-Physical Attributes

J Interior Details _Doors



Non-Physical Attributes

o Interior Details
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